
Open Letter to the Party of European Socialists and Socialists & 
Democrats Group concerning the threat to media freedom in 

Lithuania 

We are currently witnessing worrying signs of democratic backsliding in 
Lithuania. One of the key institutions underpinning a pluralistic democracy 
— the independent public broadcaster, the Lithuanian National Radio and 
Television (LRT) — is now under direct threat following decisions and 
initiatives supported by the coalition led by the Lithuanian Social 
Democratic Party. 

During the 2024 electoral campaign, the Lithuanian Social Democratic 
Party repeatedly stated that it would not form a governing coalition with 
the far-right political party Dawn of Nemunas. This party was founded 
after its leader, Remigijus Žemaitaitis, resigned from parliament in 
disgrace, following a ruling by the Constitutional Court of Lithuania that 
he had broken the oath of office through grave antisemitic rhetoric. He 
recently received an additional court conviction for antisemitic hate 
speech.1 

Despite the pre-electoral commitments, the Lithuanian Social Democratic 
Party proceeded to form a coalition in which Dawn of Nemunas plays a 
key role. 

According to your Manifesto:​
“The far right is a threat to citizens and to the European project. 
It is a poison for democracy. Our values are irreconcilable with 
theirs… Our political family has a clear red line: we will never 
cooperate nor form coalitions with the far right.”2 

Multiple analysts have characterised the political party Dawn of Nemunas 
as a far-right, populist, anti-establishment and antisemitic political force.3 
This assessment is reinforced by the political contacts of the leader of the 
party, Remigijus Žemaitaitis, such as his meeting with Hungarian Foreign 
Minister Péter Szijártó.4 The repeated antisemitic statements that resulted 
in two separate convictions5 speak for themselves. 

5<https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2765081/lithuanian-mp-zemaitaitis-found-guilty-of-antisemiti
c-hate-speech> 

4<https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2741366/lithuania-s-zemaitaitis-draws-controversy-over-una
nnounced-meeting-with-hungarian-fm> 

3 <https://pl.boell.org/en/node/5893> 
2 <https://pes.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024_PES_Manifesto_EN.pdf> 
1 <https://www.zmogausteisiugidas.lt/en/case-law/case-no-202023> 
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The most troubling development, however, concerns the recent proposals 
and votes in parliament aimed at curtailing the independence of the public 
broadcaster LRT. 

The Lithuanian Social Democratic Party voted in favour of a proposal 
initiated by the leader of Dawn of Nemunas to lower the threshold for 
removing the Director General of LRT — from a two-thirds majority of the 
LRT Board to a simple majority of one half — and to remove the 
requirement that dismissal be grounded in actions against the public 
interest. 

On 9 December, public resistance to these initiatives resulted in more 
than 139,000 signatures on a petition opposing the proposals — the 
largest number of signatures ever collected on Lithuania’s dedicated civic 
petition platform — and a protest gathering between 10,000 and 40,000 
people outside Parliament. 

The day after the protests, the leader of the Social Democratic 
parliamentary group stated that new amendments would be drafted, 
maintaining the same direction: instead of a simple majority, the 
proposed new threshold would be seven out of twelve votes, still a 
significant lowering from the current two-thirds requirement.6 These 
changes are being justified with reference to a National Audit Office 
report; however, the audit does not recommend altering the procedure 
for removing the Director General of LRT. Despite clear public demand for 
a thoughtful and transparent process, the amendments are now being 
rushed forward without meaningful consultation. 

We are deeply concerned that the Lithuanian Social Democratic Party has 
placed the new amendments on the parliamentary agenda for a vote on 
11 December — just one day after the draft was registered. The second 
reading is scheduled for 16 December and a third reading appears to be 
planned for 18 December. This extraordinary speed contrasts sharply with 
the earlier stage of the process, which was slowed only due to requests 
for expert assessments from independent institutions such as universities. 
Currently, the governing coalition has voted in favour of applying the 
procedures of urgency and accelerating the procedure7, ignoring civic 
society and their calls for a procedure in line with the bylaws and 

7<https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2773060/seimas-backs-bill-easing-removal-of-lrt-head-despit
e-warnings-of-free-speech-risks> 

6<https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2771222/social-democrats-draft-another-bill-to-change-lrt-le
adership-rules> 
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regulations of Parliament, bypassing the requested impact assessment for 
the bill. 

Your Manifesto states:​
“We defend the rule of law at all levels, with a trustworthy justice 
system, efficient anti-corruption measures, and media freedom 
and pluralism.”8​
 

Lithuania has recently made significant progress in this area, rising from 
28th place worldwide in 20209 to 14th place in the global press freedom 
index in 202510. The developments described above risk reversing these 
democratic gains. 

For these reasons, we respectfully ask for a formal response from the 
Party of European Socialists and the S&D Group regarding: 

1.​ Whether cooperation with or inclusion of the far-right party Dawn of 
Nemunas in Lithuania breaches the PES/S&D red line against 
collaboration with the far right; 

2.​ Whether the initiatives to weaken the safeguards protecting the 
independence of the public broadcaster LRT are compatible with the 
values and commitments upheld by the PES and the S&D Group. 

 

We thank You in advance for Your reply. We hope that Your clear stance as 
leaders of the European centre-left will help the Lithuanian public 
understand whether the actions described above are consistent with the 
values of the Party of European Socialists and the S&D family — and, if 
not, what steps PES and S&D are going to undertake to correct this 
course in defence of democracy and media freedom in Lithuania. 

​
Lithuanian Youth Council (LiJOT), uniting 57 member organisations 

Lithuanian Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN Lithuania), uniting 68 member 
organisations 

National Non-Governmental Development Cooperation Organisations’ 
Platform (Lithuanian NGDO Platform), uniting 23 member organisations  

10 <https://rsf.org/en/country/lithuania> 
9 <https://rsf.org/en/index?year=2020> 
8 <https://pes.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024_PES_Manifesto_EN.pdf> 
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Open Lithuania Foundation (OLF)  

Lithuanian Design Association 

Council of Representatives of Patients Organizations of Lithuania (LPOAT) 
 
Lithuanian Centre for Human Rights 
 
National Network of Education NGOs, uniting 23 member organisations 
 
Non-Governmental Organisations’ Information and Support Centre (NISC) 
 
Lithuanian School Students Union, uniting 36 local branches in Lithuania 
 
National Association of Creative and Cultural Industries, uniting 70 
members 
 
Lithuanian Composers’ Union 
 
Women's Information Centre 
 
Lithuanian Disability Forum 
 
Lithuanian Social Business Association, uniting 32 member organisations   
 
Coalition of Human Rights Organizations, uniting 9 member organisations 
and 4 observers 
 
Association of Professional Journalists 
 
NGO Law Institute 
 
Environmental Coalition of Lithuania, uniting 10 member organisations 
and 2 observers 
 
Ribologija 
 
 


